MODERN INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENTS          357

delegate to others those activities and responsibilities which
they aie capable of assuming for themselves. Democracy can
function best with the least interference by the State compati-
ble \vith due protection to the rights of all citizens.

There are many problems arising from production, trans-
portation, and distribution which would be readily solved by
applying the methods of co-operation. Unnecessary middlemen
who exact a tax from the community without rendering any
useful service can be eliminated

The farmers through co-operative dairies, canneries, pack-
ing houses, grain elevators, distributing houses, and other co-
opei alive enterprises, can secure higher prices for their products
and yet place these in the consumer's hands at lower prices
than would otherwise be paid. There is an almost limitless
field for the consumers in which to establish co-operative buy-
ing and selling, and in this most necessary development the
tiade unionists should take an immediate and active part.

Trade-unions secure fair wages. Co-operation protects the
way.e earner fiom the profiteer.

Participation in these co-operative agencies must of necessity
prepare tlu: mass of the people to participate more effectively
in Ihi' solution of the industrial, commercial, social, and polit-
ical problems which continually aribe

The People's Final l>r'oice in Legislation

It is manifestly evident that a people are not self-governing
unless they enjoy the unquestioned power to determine the
form and substance of the laws which shall govern them. Self-
government can not adequately function if there exists within
the nation a superior power or authority which can finally
determine what legislation enacted by the people, or their duly
elected representatives, shall be placed upon the statute books
and what shall bo declared null and void

An insuperable obstacle to self-government in the United
States exists in the power which has been gradually assumed
by the Supreme Courts of the Federal and State Governments,
lo declare legislation null and void upon the ground that, in
the court's opinion, it is unconstitutional.

It is essential that the people, acting directly or through
Congress or State legislatures, should have final authority in
determining which laws shall be enacted. Adequate steps must
bo taken, therefore, which will provide that in the event of a